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TALKING POINTS 


1. Status of coup planning . 

a. Don saw Ambassador Lodge b riefly at airport Monda y 
morning Saigon time. .Lodge continued bona fides of Conei n. 
DofPsaid coup grpup not yet ready. He said coup must be 
Vietnamese, and I <odge said we would not ijtt— fiiinT- tr thwart. 

b. D on saw Conein Monday escaping Saigon ti me. He . said' 

(f) Lodge would_Lave— plaea- Lefore cou p, but possibly only 4 hours 

in lavanc e . He saidino thing would happen for ne xt 48 hour s . 
Since Hp was i-nlH T/vW vnyld le ave Get. 31 for US, there is 
reason to believe coup may be scheduled for Wednesday night or 
Thursday morning Saigon time (Wednesday morning or evening our 
timeTT Do n's recpest to Conein to remain available at hom e 
starting Wednesday evening seems to con^rm^^is ^estfi^te 1 . 

-N 

: .. 4 ~ '■ Command post for coup will be Joi nt General Staff h q. 
near airport in Saigon. — — 


Don said he would be in touch with Conein again in 48 


hours. 


Estimate of & 


a. Position of military leaders -- see attachment. 


Position of milita; 


.ts - 


.Picture i 


icture is not very 


clear as th ere are many gaps in our informat ion. Lodge explains this 
on security grounds. Coup group would ap pear to at least have pre- 
ponderance of forces. 

c. Civilian role — see attachment. 

d. Lodge's estima te: coup attempt by generals is ifnnn'ng nt; whether 
it fails or silggeeds, U . S. w 1 ’ 11 held rrrippimihlr; no positive action can 
present coup other than infor min g Diem and Nhu. There will be no time 

in any case to check with Washington re coup since Don indicates U. S. 
may be given only four hours' notice. 
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3. Possible actions for U. S. to consider. 
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to be in 

to evacuate U. S^deoendents in 


ha nd to uYNt nat something is up since GFvN learned about our movemen 
in August. Don asks that we avoid actions re American community that will tip 
of! GW. Our recommendation: ask for Lodgers view. 


whether he can leav e. Dcmhas asked Ihat he make no change in his puis 
becauseTTfiilgiir^ptiff SVN. *-» t*o* 

^ (f) 24. 4 f 

V Should we ?nairg military av ailable tn Lodge in order to 
make his tr afta r * mm mm i ftSosOSS tern the 


ashington. 


est Washington leave the matter in 


Apy action from here may gum up the matter 


rJ <***■ 
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Military Personalities - ** ’ 

1. General Duong Van C felg") Mlnh - l eader of coup group and 
) ^parently its military planner. Most respected and popular of 
/ /all military officers. Now holds nominal post of military 
advisor to the Preside nt. 

■ 2. General Le Van Kim - political planner for the coup. 

Most intelligent and has keenest political sense of all military 
officers. Very close to “Big" Minh and brother-in-law of 
General Don. Now holds no minal post w ith Interdepartmental 
Committee on Strategic Hamlets. 

3. General Tran Van Don - contact man for coup group 
^^•'W3lth Americans, other generals and division commanders. Serves 

as Ac ting Ch ief of t he Joint General .St aff, the top military 
position. 

4. General Pham Xuan Chlett - earlier said by Don to 

be one of four generals on coup committee. Known to be rather 
close to other generals named- above. Now serves as an 
inspector of strategic hamlets. 

5. General Tran Thien Khiem - earlier reprted by Minh as 
i member of coup planning group, but now apparently not active 

\ with group as Don reports he is under suspicion by the President 
Serves as Ch ief of Staff of the Joint General Staf f (i.e.. No. 2 
to Don) . 
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6. General Do Cao Tri - evidently made aware of cpup 
plan by Don, but as CG I Corps in Central Viet-Nam, too far 
away to play an immediate role. 

7. General Nguyen Khanh - CG IX Corps in Central Viet-Nam. 

Same comments as for Tri. 

8. General Ton That Dlnh - CG III Corps with 
headquarters in Saigon. Neu tralized by coup sympathizers 
around him. 

f. General Huynh Van Cao - CG IV Corp s in Mekong Delta. 

No report on him, but undoubtedly remains loyal to Diem. 
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